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WHY ARE THESE BANS RACIST AND BAD 
FOR AAPI WOMEN'S AGENCY?

They are justi�ed by the false notion that AAPI 
women terminate pregnancies based on son 
preference. However, there is no factual evidence 
showing that sex selective abortions are prevalent in the 
US; in fact, a study completed in 2014 found that Asian 
Americans in the United States are actually having more 
girls on average than white Americans are.

Threatening providers with criminal and civil 
penalties could decrease the availability of services for 
communities that are already underserved by 
intimidating doctors out of performing abortions. 
Furthermore, they open the door to various other 
pre-viability abortion bans (e.g., six-week or “heartbeat” 
abortion ban, or other bans based on race selection or 
Down Syndrome) that are unconstitutional and only 
restrict women’s rights and access to abortion.

Supporters of these bans are concerned
about women’s rights and gender equity

If promoting gender equality is a genuine priority, 
legislators should put their e�ort towards issues 
like pay equity, improving maternity leave 
policies, and stopping sexual harassment in the 
workplace.

States that have passed a SSAB

States that have introduced a SSAB

IL - As of 1993, applies only to 
abortions a�er viability
MO - As of May 20, 2019, bill has 
not yet been signed by governor

WHAT ARE SEX-SELECTIVE
ABORTION BANS?

Sex-selective abortion bans are a 
racist, anti-abortion ruse that 
presents a false choice between 
gender equity and abortion rights. 
These bans make it illegal for a 
doctor to perform an abortion when 
they know or suspect that a patient is 
having an abortion based on the sex 
of the fetus.
In 2013 and 2014, sex-selective 
abortion bans were the second- 
most introduced abortion restriction in the US. Twelve of the ��een states with 
the largest AAPI populations and ten of the ��een states with the highest AAPI 
growth rates have proposed the ban.

In 2018, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit declared Indiana’s 
sex-selective abortion ban unconstitutional.


